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THEORY OF REAL NUMBERS — FROM EUDOXUS TO DEDEKIND
TEORIE REALNYCH CIiSEL — OD EUDOXA K DEDEKINDOVI

JINDRICH BECVAR

ABSTRACT. In the article, the basic ideas of Eudoxus’ proportionalities and relationship
between quantities are explained and they are compared with the underlying ideas of
Dedekind’s cuts. Some quotations (excerpts) from Dedekind’s and Lipschitz’ correspondence
show their interest in building an exact theory of real numbers as well as their embarrassment
which the comparison of both theory caused.
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ABSTRAKT. VylozZeny jsou zakladni myslenky Eudoxovy teorie proporci a srovadny s vychozimi
idejemi Dedekindovy teorie fezii. Uryvky z korespondence Dedekinda a Lipschitze doklddaji
Jjejich zajem 0 exaktni vybudovani teorie redlnych cisel i urcité rozpaky, které komparace obou
teorii vyvolala.
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